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tcreclATtz()nlt"

r-erlr, a,titì

ctebilitatecl, c::lusecl. Lrl long ïen.rs of suffer:ing frorn

l¡ronclri¿r,i ancì. l,rnllnorlü). clisenses, his gL"r-r:r,test ho¡rct

\l-¿ts to s,r'ite uyr descrriPtive artïcles'of the ctottntry for

the Press in cliffe,i:reut sections of thc L'nion' fn {l

few rrroutlts, tlre rniLl. hea'lthful, ¿lntl pt¡r'e t:liurate

h¿rcl rvorketl ¿t r¿r,cl-icrr.l chrlttge, giving prt;rtrise of re-

st,orecl lreaì.th, Rud rvith this clutllge' conPlc"cl rr-ith th':

r.ecluest and soli.;itntiou'of ìrurittr'".1; ctf Àriz,onit's best

t',itize¡s, Cr\u1ij tlit: tlesile tu '',vr'lt(r rt[i in l'"1r-rk f'¡rlrf

rvllair¡ver" ¡trgìrf ir,: gat|c'rr:rì irl- tu tìtcr¡ugi¡ ¡isplor:iu-

{.i<ru ei the Tei-liiùr-'r1-' fli ¿i.¿-l¡litiç'rlr tn t:{i¡-iitls cif over

fì.r't, hurr,Ìrt'rl ,.l,,lrìtiturliiLiticilis pirLllisirt,il ir) r Iiilerl.:ut

tìt.)\\,Jlil-lllet'S itr rriiì,-r1V rlrtì.,,'ìj'Ìì¡t >'¡i:tir.rt.l¡ 'rl tht [-iuite'l

Siatc.:,, ir. f LrLl rer,r)ì'(l \r.:ìs ì;tiif, t'lir.)' b-r' ilirl- uf CrVer\-*

tìring Sr'On äÌntl 1,¡:r,rlrelI t{uritig lris lt.ril¿ t'¡'l,ilol'¿lt-ititiS,

¿t lirief acuottnI uf 'rv]rlch i:l gir-.:ll' in '.1r+'rstr 1]itges'

I'l¡.e st;lc u'ï^-,jt,;t oI lhc antllor: hits lri't'l] to rl'riLe 1ì
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CHAPTER VT.

|THE principal rívers of Arizona are the Colorado,
r Gila, Sa,lt, Chiquito Coloraclo; or Little Colorado,

Vercle, Bill \Yilliams, San Pedro, Sauta Ctuz, White,
Black, and some otl¡ers of legser note, which are
mosüly brrr¡nches of ühe nrain rivers. Many of the
rnotrntain streams, rvhich iu Arizona are callecl rivers,
woulcl in most other parts of ühe United States be
calld creeks, brooks, or rivulets.

The great Colorado River is formert by the Green
ancl Grwntl rivers, and other streaurs far to ühe north.
Tlre Grand'River rises in Coloraclo, in the ¡vestern de-
clivities of tbe Rock¡r }Iounta,ins, ancl runs a south-
westerly course to ibs junction with the Greeu. T'he
Green rises fnr up in \lryorning, ne&r Freruont's
Peak, ancl rqns a southerly course to ryhere it unites
with the Grand, in Utah, frorn which point of union
it is called the Colonado, The Colorad.o is navigable
.for steamers of four hunclrecl tons at atl seasons of tl¡e
year, as far as llarclyville, five hundrecl ancl thirteen
miles above its moutlr, ancl ste¿lnrers have been ¿s far
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up as Callville, six hundred ancl forty-one rniles fronr

the Gulf of California. From its rnouth to the foot

of the Grancl cañon, a distance of severÌ hulldred

lniles, tlle rirer at lorv rvater h¿ls :llì aver.age l'iclth
of about six l¡uncli'ed feet, ancl & clcpth of five to
twenty feet. From the extreme head. rvnters of its
uppeÌ blanches, the Colorado River has a total length

including its windings of some tl¡ree thousand miles,

ancì it is the largest ancl longest river that enters tbe

Pacifrc Ocean, south of the Sacramento River, on the

.¿\mer"iean continent. The Coloraclo River region

presents some of the grandest scener)''on the globe.

For nearly three hundrecl miles, in Nortl¡ern Arizona,

its rvaters, duriug the untold ftges of the pnst, have

rçonl through great nountain chains, and n:ountain

plirteaus, eutting out for itseìf a channel mally hun-

drecls ancl thonsands of feet deep in the lt¿rd granite,

slate, porphyry, s&ndstone, lirnestone, e¡nd vole¿rnie

roclisr-thns forming the Grand Caiîou of the Colorado,

the grandest ciÌiìolì the e)'e of man evel' saw. This

caüon can in no way be fully explored, exeept by en-

tering it rrith boats from its upPer part in IJtah, as

Lieutenarrt Porvell and party dicl, in 1.86S ; arrt{ then

iü is a lferculean task, recltriling a ltrrge degree of en-

erglr pet'severânce, and. indomit¿ble courâ.ge. For a
full deseription of this wouderful catron, tlre teader is

refen'etl to Àfnjor Porvell's re¡:orts of his expedition

dorvn tlte river, rrll of whieh will be founcl exceedingly
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ihteresting in its tlescription of the scencry, trnd of
Irair-breaclth escÍùpes from clangers aud cleath, which

'i' , exceerl in intelest tlre rvildest irnaginatious of the
most fertile brain. nfrrny lateral c¿rñorrs enter tbe
mrrin one, in its long and tortnous conrse, all of eÍ-
ceecliug interest to the ¿ldn¡irers of the grancl and st¡b-
lime in ¡ratule. Between tbe Gr.¿nd CaiÏon, rvhere it
ollens out from its tocky inclosure, down to Ynrna,
there Írre several other deep, abysmal cafions, from
five to trventy ruiles longr tlrrough rvhieh the great
volume of n'aters of the Colorado, collectecl from &' thousaud rnountrin streams, rush with whirlpool ve-
locity, beitring onrvard, ever: onrvarcl, in its mass of
tt'aters, a thicli sediment of allnvium, rvhich is d,epos-

ited olong its banks, ancl in the trpper portion sf the
Gulf of C¿rlifonrin. aclding ye&r after ye&r large tracts
of rieh alluvial lond. to the tens of thousands of acres
heretofore deposítecl by the river iu the long eras of
the past.

The. Gila Rir.er, the la,rgest tributar.y of the Colo-
rado, rises far to the east in Nerv l\lexico to the north-
east of Silver City, pursues iù general rresterl¡'cour:se,
enters Âr'izona ne¿ùr the rich Clifton Oopper tfines,
passing th.-ongh the beautiful Pucblo Viejo Ytuller',
the San C¿lrlo.r fnclian Agency, and the nrountains
belos'o ancl emerging into the lorver, or great Gil¿r,

Valle¡', sorrre trvelve miles above frlorence, the eounty
torvn of Pinal County, Rrrd thence rvest for nearly



38 anIzoNA'

three hundred miles to its junction with the Colorado

at Yuma. 'l'he total length of the Gila, including its
many windings, i.s fully six huudrecl and frfty miles.

For four hundred nniles, at low u.ater, the Gila has

an average wiclth of about one hundred feet, ancl a

depth of one to two feet,

Salt River rises well up towa¡ds the eastern part
of ttre Territor¡ in the White l\fountains, its head

waters being the \Yhite and Black rivers. It h¿rs

nutneroue large branches, corning in nostly frorn the
north, draining the country far to the nolth, includ-

ing the Tonto Basin, the sierr:l Ancha, lvhite, san

Francisco, and Other mountains. Its course is west

and soutìrwest, andl ït unites with the GiIa belorv

Phænix some thirty miles. This river lvas named

the .6 Rio Salidor" by the e*rly Spanish ancl Jesuit

explorers, on Account of its waters being higbly im-
pregnated with salt, which is eersily notieed ¿r.t low

water. This is caused by a heavy salt fotrnation

through which the river passes about one hundred

miles above Phænix. Àt low water it is a clear,

beautiful stream, having ¿ùn arrerage width of two

hunclred Teet for a, distance of one bulltlrecì miles

above its junction rvith the Gila, and a clepth of two
feet or more.

The Yerde River is one of the largest northern
branches of Salt River, iüs uppet branches rising aü

clifferent points to the east, north, and northrv'est
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Arizon¿r ft-ll rììÍìlry ve&us, a,nd several minor ones, ancl
horsel¡¿r.eli post l"ontes.

The Sc¡utheln Pncific l{ail f.,ine, owned lry ]fessrs.
Iierens .t trIitch,'ll' extends frorn San Diego, on the
Prrcific f)ccalr, to r\fesill¿r, Nerv nfexico, orì the Rio
Gr¿urcle lliver, a clistance of 850 miles, at rçhich point
it m¿rkes coulìections ¡rith other liues running to clif-
fereut cities ¿rntl railroads east.

TIris gre'art stage linc cnl,ers r\rizona ou tbc s'esb, zr,t

Yurrra, ancl on the e¿st at the Steins Pe¿li J\Ioun-
tnins, fifteen rniles east from :\pa,ehe I'llss. It is a
tri-n'eelily toute, rncl is rnacle iu eight ctays from san
Diego to n[esilla. The line is rvell stoelied rvith
hor'.ses, Concorcl coaches; rind closecl bucl<bo:¡r.d car-
riages. Gooil Concorcl coachcs are r.nu o\.er nrost of
the ronte.

Thc' colches &re rurì promptly orì thc schrtlnle
tin-re pr.rscritrecl l,y the Governrneut. The proprie-
tors, srrrcr"itrtenclents, antl etììI-)lo)¡ccs, otì thr: ronte,
ålre rvcìl ilrfonnetì, rufÏablc, ancl attentive to e\¡el'\'
dttty, tnil, as î. corìscqucuce, tr¿rvel nrrcl tr.¿rns¡roltittion
or'(rt' tltrt t'olrtt: lra,s tuuch inr-'l'c¿rsctì the ¡rLrst tl-o \-tlìrs.
It is åì vL'r'y populn,r l'out{., a,nd rvell patronízor1.

T'hc Crliir',rrria ir,nrl A.r'izona Stngc f"ine is the other
grc;rt strgr; liire of Âr.izr-rna. 'I'he line rìow cûrìlrects
rçittrl the Soutlrern Pu,cifie R¿r,ilro¿td ¿lt lntli¿rn \\tells,
nrns thr:nce to Ilhrcnl;tu'g on the Colc,rtrcl,r River,
thcncr: to \\trc,licnlrur'gr frorn s'hence the lnairr linc
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I'utìs to Pl'cscott ¿rncl illterltredi¿uts st¿r,tions, itttcl' ¿ù

braueh line to Phtcnix ancl Florelrce, tt'ìret'c it inter'-

sects thc Sotrthcm lt¿rcifìc ìf¿ril linc l¡cfotc ntctrtiouetl.

Both the nltin rtncl branch lincs are tri-rveekly. An
effort is nory t,citrg tü¿tde to tnaì¡e the nraiu line fronl
Prescott to the raih'oact rt daily route, with Prospeets
of success.

Anotl¡er route, t'un Try the Californi¿r alrcl .ÉLrizona

Stage Coutpa.rl)'., is tt rveelily, from Prescott vi¿t l\[in-
eral Pnt'li tncl Cerb¿r,t to llarclyville, on thc Colorado

River'. I'etitions lr¿ve been forr¿nclecl to increase this

trr a tri-n'eelily t'orrte. The officers of the Califotni:r
antl Arizouit Stnge Cotupany are \Ir. Janres Stelvnrt,
I,r.esitlent, ttncì Dr. J, H. Pierson, Secretar5l. I\Iessrs.

Thoruas anct Nicllols, Superintellclents, are both goocl

ruen, ancì ettrPloy ltolte btrt first class tlrivets.
TItc trvo stnge compatties above lnentionecl hûve,

for urtr¡) )-ettrs, liept up their sevettl lines nntler the

greatcst clifliculties imagintrble, and rvith lrardly ¿r

tla,5,'s interrnption. Durilrg the long J'enrs of the

Indian \r.{ìt's: their cotehes \\'ere often att¿rekecl by

tlrc savage foe, eolrches riflccl alrcl bunrecl, stoclr killecl

or drivelr off, eutployees rnulcler:ed, and. gre:tt peetl-

niirry tlaurage sustained in atldition to loss of liter )'ct'
through âll thcse difficulties ¿lttcl tlrrngers, they, rvith
irrdorrritnble rvill nnd cotlragc, fulfillecl thcit obliga-

tiolrs to thc go\.ct'ltmcltt antl peoplc, kept uP their
several lilrtrs, artd trre tlesetting tlre th¿rnks turtl grati-
tude of ¿rll in Arizon¿t.
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These two stage cornpanies enrploy four hundred
horses, one hunclred men, and fifty coaches.

There is a weelily stage line from Tucson, running
south into the tr{exic¿rn state of Sonora, and thence
to Guaymas on tlre Gnlf of Califomia.

A tri-rveekly stage line runs from PhrBnix to Caurp
l\fcDorvell, thirty-five nriles. Another. one r'ns frorn
Phcenix to l[¿rrieopa, Wells, connecting the two first
descrihed m¿rin lines - the clista.nce is thirty miles.

A weekly stage line r¡.uls fronl Prescott, ria the
C'hiquito Color¿rdo and Cnrnp Wingate, to Santa Fé
in ì(erv ïIexico. This rrill sûon be rnade a tr"i-t.eekly
route.

A hr¡rseÌra,ck mail route is rnn from Carnp Grant,
vin old Canrp Goccìrvin ancl S:rfTortì, to the Cllfton
Copper nlines. *{.t Carlp Gooclw'i:n i¿ is inter.sected
lry u miïital'y post, rider, rvl¡<¡ talies tlre rnail vi¿r, San
Callcs to L)anrp Apacìre. From O;r,mp Apache, the
rnilitary post route runs north to the Chiquito Col-
ora,clo, counecting rvith the line from Prescott to
Santa IrC.

Another horsebnck ma,il rr:ute rnns frorn Yuma,
via Castle Dorne' Iìhrenbru'g,r Colornclo Iì,ir"er lleser-
vation, Àrtbrey, a.ncl Caur¡r }foha,ve, to Harclyville.

Another oìre Ì'r¡lrs fi'o¡u Cerbat ¿r¡lrl trIiller¡ll Pa,l.k,
vi¡r, Stone's llelry of the Cr¡'lr-¡rnclo lìiver, to I'ioche,
Nevatla,.

Ant¡ther route has lately been established rvbich


